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DISTRICT LEGAL EMPOWERMENT COMMITTEES (CONS!

FUNCTIONS) RULES, 2011 |

|

|

1. Short title and commencement. — (i) These Rules may be called|

Empowerment Committees (Constitution & Functions) Rules, 201 1,

(ii) They shall come into force at once. | | ‘

. . |
2. Definitions.- In these rules, unless there is anything repugnant

[

|

context, - ‘

(a) “Chairperson” means Chairperson of the District Leg

Committee: i ':f |

(b) “Committee” means the District Legal Empowe
constituted to administer and manage funds for the pu'l_‘pﬁhi
legal aid to the deserving litigants: ]

(¢) “Deserving Litigant” means a litigant who might othe
obtain legal aid or assistance for protecting his genuin

interests, involved in litigation, on account of his limited financi |

(d) “District Legal Empowerment Fund” means an am

District Legal Empowerment Committee from the Legal E

Window of Access to Justice Development Fund or other
made by the Federal Government, Provincial Gm’fei'
Government. ’l |

litigant by the Committee in areas hereinafter prescribed:

|

I
(e) “Legal aid” means free legal aid or assistance e _epdé,clf
|

|

(f) “Member” means member of the District Legal Empowerry :

3. Establishment of the Committee.- The Committee shall be ¢'cr!|n 1]

and Justice Commission of Pakistan with the concurrence of the
Court and the Provincial Government. | |

!‘

|
4, Composition of Committee. — (i) The composition of the é‘ld

under:- ' | |
i

(b) District Co-ordination Qfficer / Deputy Commissioher /l

member ex-officio. ||

(¢) Superintendent, District / Central Jail, member c-x-oﬁiIFi;o; |

(d) President, District Bar Association, member ex-officio; and |

|

() A Representative of the Civil Society as cnﬂpielld

Committee. |
|

(ii) The co-opted member shall be selected by the Committee, for a|

vears but shall be of igible for re-appointment for another term.

(a) District & Sessions Judge / Zilla Qazi as ex-Officio z:ha!irpﬂ‘!ﬁ

Bolitics | |

il

|
1




e —— . ———— — e —— |

> i .H]] m

m) The co-opted member shall hold the ofﬁcc during the pleasure of’ hlh‘: Comm tec
and can be removed earlier by majority of its members. | |
A
(iv) The co-opted member may resign from his office by writing"ifn&er hi¥ |
addressed to the Chairperson. I

who shall act and perform such functions as may be assngned
Committee.

(v) The Committee may designate any of its members as Secretary t’%}h: Commnyi Il

5. Functions of the Committee.- (i) Subject to the provisions of any o er law Ic
Ume being in force, the Committee shall extend funds for provision of legal aid t
deserving litigants. BB 1

18
(ii) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-rtile (H L the lﬁl II ,
the legal aid may be extended in following areas:- ‘ |

(b) Court fee;

(a) Professional fee / honorarium payable to lawyer; \ i
|
A

(c) Copying charges: | | ‘
(d) Process fee; and [l

(e) Any other area which the Committee may deem appmpﬂﬂlé
case. for extending legal aid to the deserving litigant. i

0. Meetings of the Committee. — (i) The Committee shall holdl":
least once in a munth to cans:der apphcatluns of the deservmg ug

in view of any such application warranting urgent dlsposal

(ii) Presence of 50% members including chairperson shall const

for a meeting. j

(iii) All decisions of the Committee shall be expressed in terms | |

majority of its members. | l
get

(iv) The Committee shall report its performance l
recommendations, if any, to the Commission through High (,our?'-’ i
days of each meeting. |

7. Procedure for Grant of Legal Aid, — (i) Any deserving litigant,
requests in writing on a plain paper addressed to the Chairperson or|
prescribed by the Committee. The application must clearly cont in th
payment as prescribed by Rule 5 (ii) to plead his case before t d
applications must be accompanied by National Identity Card or any other;
identity. | | |

(ii) The Superintendent District Jail may also forward applications of the L )
convicted prisoners, or any person confined in jail in relation to civil proodeﬂ'

I
necessary verification that the applicant is a deserving litigant. i

(iii) The Committee may also consider cases referred by any Court foL,r I‘
legal aid to the persod whose case is pending before such Court. i

R —— i - S T —— -
- —— — - —— B . g ||
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(iv) OF fn;e of the Chairperson shall register the appllcatmnsz in th:': J;clevaqq 1
with brief particulars and by assigning Diary No. The apphcqtmmq 50, registere

wl

l .

be placed before the Chairperson who if thinks appropriate may reff the same any
PPM&“{ I |

(v} The application shall be examined by the Committee m] its ]E rn,;hly GA '

or othaw%

applicant for grant of legal aid, the manner, nature and extent of such @ Wd:
il

other person for verification and report qua financial position @ fthe

mecting, as the case may be, which shall determine the eligibili

Provided that a person shall not be entitled to legal aid, for who an adv
public prosecutor or government pleader has already been appmnte n the sar

under any other law for the time being in force.

(vi) The decision of the Committee shall be final; however, thls sth L{mt del:tal*ltha

his ftﬂh #

qlta_thrll Mltﬁ

applicant litigant to apply again after furnishing sufficient ptouf
condition has been weakened to bear the expenses of litigation. |

I .
8. Selection of Legal Practitioner. — (1) The Commltteeqm qq
President, District Bar Assomatmn shall maintain a list of legal pra titioners nﬂ\bel

appointed for the purpose

(i-A) The list of legal practitioners shall be notified for a period af 02 gré

|

(i) A legal practitioner having at least [three]” years standing at the

eligible for appointment.

|
(iii) The Committee shall determine the fee of the legal practltltmer L )'it 14,
from case to case however, it shall not be more than [RS f’rﬂ,l G '

circumstances for a case.

(iv) If the Committee is satisfied that performance of the lawyer appoi
purpose is not satisfactory, may substitute him with another lavyer,

name from the list.

(v) The Committee shall examine the performance of each legal pljﬂcﬂtl
basis and may amend the list on the basis of their efficiency and otput. j

|

| |l
9. Management and Accounts of the Fund. — (i) The District L:gal& b
Fund shall be operated through an account to be epcncd in a brangh o

I

(i) The Accountant of the District Court shall maintain all rec%ds jj#“

bank, which shall be operated by the Chairperson.

X

| ecal Empowerment Fund including books of account, cash boo
and other record. s |

(iii) The Accountant shall submit the accounts of the District Le
l und in the manner and form spccxﬁed by the Commlttee and shall_

source and also maintain r;-tdtemsms of expenditures and releases.

' The words *Viee Chairman, Provineial Bar Council,” and “and a]?pmval of the Chief jusu of #

been omitted vide Notification No. 14/198/2005/L)C-Al dated 12" October, 2023,

A new sub-rule 8 (i-A) is inserted vide Notification No. 14/198/2005/LJC- Al dated 12" CI tober, 'ZHZ
"The word “five” has been :ulflnlutad by “three” vide Notification No. I4£198I2ﬂ05fLJLrM dated Ii“

2123

Octaber. 2023,

L Pl

|

le

\l]

Hil
|| |

. | il |}
*The fgure “20,000/-" has been substituted by “40,000/-" vide Notification No, 14/198/200 s'LlC-/ﬁ[ drqe&:l ql"l "

l |
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(iv) The Committee shall submit half yearly and annual aud
District Legal Empowerment Fund to the Commission through High dc

(v) All payments shall be made through cross cheques under
Chairperson subject to decision of the Committee.

(vi) The Committee shall release funds in favour of legal *pracL
installments: first installment shall be paid at the time of assigning the

iﬂﬂ_ |

final installment shall be paid after verification of the fate of the

(vii) The Committee after receiving copy of final order witl

regal
assigned to a legal advisor may also call report from the couc;ernei

purpose of verification of disposal of the case.

(viii) The internal audit of the District Legal Empowerment FunL’l 5sha,ll
annually in accordance with the relevant laws, rules or bylﬂ'\';JS of t

Government.

(ix) The internal audit report shall be communicated to the Commissio

Court.

10. Relaxation of Rules. — The Chairperson may, for the reasons to

writing relax strict application of any rule in appropriate cases.

11. Interpretation of Rules. — Any question relating to the in
rules shall be decided by the Chairperson.
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20" Novemebr, 2023 | | |}
|

i T
SUBJECT: AMENDMENTS IN DLECS RULES, 2011 AND AWAREﬁﬁ’S?S CAMIL?L#M*GN‘
it L
| am directed to inform that on the recommendai.ons of the Guire-iﬂr% B{}d‘tﬁ '5 1':'

Dear Sir.

Access to Justice Development Fund (AJDF), the Law and Justice Cummissibﬁ bf Pékiéihﬂ' (ILIJC é'| |
1 its meeting held on 11" August 2023 has increased the orofessional fee of legal prackitlbnbrs |

he appointed for free legal aid from Rs. 20,000/ to Rs. 40,000/~ depending upﬁ“)!njthc "alqﬁiiﬂff:casg. .i' l
The Commission has also revised the eligibility criteria of legal practitionerfsr;{fr‘[bm 05 ;&Fg}s{tu (P‘B [ ]
vears standing at Bar and decided that list of legal practitioners shall be maintained .inidpningu%t;ati i-

with the President District Bar Association for period of 02 years. Accordi ﬂl‘fy the D Fi{‘ ulds,
qa

3011 are amended and notified. Copyof amended DLEC Rules is attached n;ﬂ' |
would be highly appreciated, if the referred amendments may be sﬁare(f with #IIJ he

& Sessions Judges/ Chairmen DLEC and other relevant stakeholders for r_th;.qfr informatio
Aol g
at to mention here that while reviewing performance of the DLEth,,' it hs ||
unique forum is not being agh ieved r':n'rllrw"nl A |
levant stakeholders are Linaw?q‘ﬁ about kh% # [

02, [t is pertine

oen observed that optimum benefit of this

awareness amongst the masses and even the re

of such committees at district level and their mandate. i | | F B
i |

03. | am directed to enclose herewith IEC material developed bj,f;'H-he I,Jdlﬂ :

hat briefly highlights the mandate, functions, procedure and eligibility for| iting free
with request to dissiminate and display in court premises and on official H‘% site inf
| J
|
'|

citizens about this forum and advising them how to access free legal aid. ||

i
(4. Matter being important needs your personal attention. | / | @

With regards.

Incel:; As above.
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